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02/16/10 - Brian McLaren: Q1 ? The Narrative Question

A New Kind of Christianity

(Chapters 4-6)

1. The author quickly introduces two very important ideas: the six-line
narrative and reading the Bible frontward instead of backward. Try to
summarize each in your own words, and discuss your reactions to
each.
2. The author distinguishes Theos, the God of the six-line,
Greco-Roman narrative, with Elohim, the God we encounter in the
Bible. Summarize those differences.
3. Summarize and respond to each of the three narratives the author
proposes as essential to the Bible: the creation narrative, the liberation
narrative, and the reconciliation narrative.
4. Respond to the author's reflections on Scripture ? especially his
reflections on Genesis, Exodus, and passages from the Prophets. Do
his readings make sense or ring true to you? Why or why not? If time
permits, read the Bible passages in Chapter 6 aloud slowly, and reflect
on what these passages say to you after having read and discuss
these first six chapters of the book.

Buy "A New Kind of Christianity"

Additional Questions:

Questions for Reading Groups:

1. What one, two, or three passages or ideas in this chapter did you
respond most strongly to? What was your response ? what feelings
and ideas did the idea(s) or passage(s) elicit? Why do you think you
responded in this way?
2. What quotes, points, or questions from this chapter would you most
like to talk about with your group? What would you like to ask your
other group members about these quotes, points, or questions?
3.  How would you complete this sentence: "For me, the most
important take-aways from this chapter were ..."

A Five-Step Reading Circle:

A convener invites a circle of friends to read the book. The convener proposes how
many chapters will be read per week, and when, where, and for how long the group
will meet. At each meeting, the convener reads these five steps as ground rules for
the group, and intervenes to uphold these ground rules as necessary. The convener



may also lead in a brief opening and closing activity ? such as reciting the Lord's
Prayer, observing a period of silence, journaling, etc.
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1. A volunteer reads a sentence or paragraph from the week's reading
that was important to him or her for some reason.
2. That group member then talks about the passage for an
agreed-upon period of time without interruption. (Ten minutes would be
a good maximum, but five or seven minutes might be better for groups
of more than five people.) He or she shares why the passage is
important, what the passage means to him or her, and how he or she
responds to it. Other members seek to "listen the speaker into free
speech" through their attentiveness. Again, no interruptions are
allowed, and periods of silence are fine.
3. That group member invites others to ask further questions about his
or her responses to the passage ? for the purpose of understanding
the group member (not debating, not critiquing, not agreeing or
disagreeing ? only seeking to understand the group member better).
Or that group member may ask a question of fellow members to which
they may respond.
4. Another group member volunteers (or is invited by the leader to go
next), and the process continues around the circle.
5. If time permits, the group leader may invite each member to reflect
on what they have learned or gained from one another during the
gathering. The group confirms the next week's readings and meeting
details.
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